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The Newsletter of Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish Community
OctOber 2014

bRoTheRs CoNspiRe To kidNap aNd sell Joseph!

please join us as our daughter

sophie haNNah olseN

is called to the Torah 
as a bat Mitzvah

saturday November 1, 2014
10:00 a.m.

kiddush luncheon to follow
please RsVp by october 15 to 

jenniferfinkel@wowway.com
 

The Finkel-olsen Family

please join us as our son

MoRgaN wales weiNsToCk

is called to the Torah 
as a bar Mitzvah

saturday october 25, 2014
10:00 a.m.

hearty kiddush to follow
please RsVp by october 15 to 
kweinstockate@gmail.com 

The weinstock Family

please join us as our son

ziV soloMoN

is called to the Torah 
as a bar Mitzvah

saturday october 18, 2014
10:00 a.m.

hearty kiddush to follow
please RsVp by october 5 to 
ZivMitzvah@gmail.com 

The solomon Family

Join us for our fourth live court room drama – this year with an exciting new format and 
players – in which you, the audience, will decide the fate of Joseph's brothers, charged with 
kidnapping and human trafficking.
  
each year, we put well-known biblical figures on trial, examining their actions through 

TRial CoNVeNes NoV. 15; adulT eduCaTioN sessioN seT FoR NoV. 2

the lens of our own contemporary legal, ethical, 
and social understanding in an inherently recon-
structionist process of discovering the relevance 
and value of the torah for us today.

Over the past three years we have seen gifted 
legal talent argue against and defend the actions 
of King David, eve and Abraham. Acting as jury, 
our audience has voted on each defendant’s guilt 
or innocence, and explored the ethical issues 
enmeshed in these formative stories through 
thought-provoking panel discussions between 
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Office Address:
Kol HaLev
2245 Warrensville center rd. Suite 215
University Heights, OH 44118
(216) 320-1498

RAbbi:
Steve Segar

rabbisteve@kolhalev.net

NoVeMbeR NewsleTTeR deadliNe: wed., oCTobeR 15

Services & Programs:
the Lillian and betty ratner School
27575 Shaker boulevard
Pepper Pike, OH 44124
http://www.kolhalev.net

Office mAnAgeR:
Kelli birch

kelli@kolhalev.net

educAtiOn diRectOR:
robyn Novick

robyn@kolhalev.net

 VAlueS teAmS, cOmmitteeS and tHeiR leAdeRS

OfficeRS:

President Halle barnett
Vice President Karly Whitaker
Secretary Karal Stern
treasurer bruce Fallick & 
catherine Fallick

At-lARge membeRS: 
Molly berger
Kareen caputo 
Kirby Date
barry epstein
elizabeth Meacham

eX OfficiO membeRS:

Past President barb truitt
rabbi Steve Segar
Founding rabbi Jeffrey Schein
education Dir. robyn Novick

diReCToRy

WelcOming & cARing – Lila Hanft
• Hesed – robin Holzman & Martha Schubert
• Hevre Kadisha – Lois Selker & rachel Kay
• calendar - Peggy Kittila & Kelli birch 
• Newsletter – Lila Hanft
• Proofreaders – David roberts, Deena epstein, 
Marcia Goldberg, Peggy Kittila
• Weekly Update – robin Holzman
• Website – benjamin barnett & brian Miller
• Marketing/Pr – Deena epstein & Halle barnett
• tech Support – brian Miller

SPiRituAl – bill Scher-Marcus
• religious Practices – Karal Stern & elise Hagesfeld
• Holidays – Amy Hogg
• Meditation – Nancy rubel & Karly Whitaker
• Music – Open
• Security corps – Open

leARning - Leah Kamionkowski & Glenda 
Kupersmith-Kopstein
• Youth & Family education – Sue Pelleg
• Adult education – Maureen Hack
• Young Families/tot Shabbat – rachel Williams & 
Josh chefitz
• child care coordinator – traci elgart
• torah Study – ralph and Selma Gwatkin
• book Group – Kevin Weidenbaum
• Lunch and Learn – Open

inVOlVed - Karly Whitaker

• Greater cleveland congregations – Allen binstock, 
Dick & Donna Weinberg
• Interfaith Hospitality Network – Nancy Dudwick
• Israel Dialogue Group– Karly Whitaker & Mike 
Armin
• environmental Sustainability – Miriam Geronimus

fiScAl SuStAinAbilitY – Margaret cohen 
• Fundraising – Margaret cohen, barry epstein & 
Greg Selker
• Mock trial – Open
• cemetery – Mike Armin

PARticiPAtORY – Miriam Geronimus
• Membership – Peggy Kittila 
• Greeters – Kelli birch (Office Manager)
• Kiddush – Kelli birch (Office Manager)
• High Holy Days – Marcia Goldberg 
• Women’s Group – Happy Wallach
• Interfaith Families – Leah Kamionkowski 
• Leadership Development – Greg Selker & Leah 
Kamionkowski

cOmmitteeS diRectlY AccOuntAble 
tO tHe bOARd
• Finance – Pete robertson & Greg Selker
• ratner Liaison – Mike caputo
• rabbi Liaison – Selma Gwatkin & barry epstein
• Strategic Planning – Greg Selker
• Nominating – Sue Pelleg

Voting members of the board of trustees: officers, at-large members and the Values Team leaders

 board of trustees
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 Rosh hashaNah 5775: 

balaNCiNg The pRopheTiC aNd The TRibal
Jewish tradition is complex across a number of different dimensions, and this complexity can at times pose a 
challenge, both to our understanding of the nature of Jewish identity, and to our discernment of the values that 
should ideally influence our behavior. One aspect of this complexity lies in the difficulty of placing Judaism neatly 
into any sociological category, because in some ways, it looks like a religion, in others like an ethnicity and in still 
others, like a national group. Another aspect of our tradition’s complexity, and it’s this one I would like to focus 
on today, is the fact that from its inception, our people has laid a strong emphasis on both our own protection and 
survival, as well as on pursuing justice in the wider world beyond the boundaries of our community. these twin 
orientations have been given a number of different names over the years but are most well known as particularism 
and universalism, or as tribal and prophetic Judaism. 

While both of these principles have always been present to one degree or another in Jewish life, there has never 
been agreement among Jewish thinkers on the ideal balance that should exist between them. It's also the case that 
specific historical circumstances have always played an important role in influencing the relative weight given to 
either one of them, as well as the extent to which they are seen to be fundamentally in tension with one another, or 
fundamentally complimentary.

I’ve always been intrigued by the fact that of all the holidays in our calendar, it is  rosh HaShanah that best 
exemplifies within Jewish life the blending and integration of these two principles. Nearly all the other sacred 
occasions of the Jewish calendar are explicitly tied to a particular agricultural or mythic-historical element of the 
ancient Israelite experience. these connections are well established for the three pilgrimage festivals of Passover, 
Shavuot and Sukkot. they are all grounded in the biblical narratives of liberation from egypt and revelation at Mt. 
Sinai as well as the stages of planting and harvest in the ancient near east. Holidays that were established later, such 
as Purim and Hanukkah grew out of stories tied to specific historical challenges faced by the Jewish community. but  
rosh HaShanah, while it appears in the torah (albeit under a different name), is not described in any of these ways. 
It is simply called a day for sacred convocation and for the blast of the ram’s horn at the outset of the 7th month, the 
month of tishrei.

by the time of the early rabbis,  rosh HaShanah had evolved into an occasion that focused on communal re-
dedication to Divine rulership and on the related notion of Divine judgment for all human actions. What is 
striking to me about this, is that this is clearly not only about Jewish community, but rather about how the Jewish 
community envisions the ideal relationship for all people with God. As part of seeing this day as one that renews 
the foundational moral and spiritual cycles of human life, the rabbis also imagined it as the commemoration of the 
creation of human beings at the culmination of the sixth day in the first chapter of Genesis.

to my mind, this makes  rosh HaShanah the perfect time in the Jewish year to consider the ways in which these two 
poles of Jewish value have been expressed in our people’s past and our sense of the current state of balance and/or 
tension between them.

As we sift through the layers of Jewish history and civilization, we find a remarkable range of attitudes expressed 
regarding the inhabitants of the world beyond the boundaries of the Jewish people and messages about the nature of 

rabbInIc corner rabbI sTeve segar

rabbi Steve is available to meet with Kol HaLev members on a range of issues by appointment on Mon., Wed., 
thurs. and Frid. mornings. contact him at 216-320-1498 or at rabbisteve@kolhalev.net to schedule a meeting.

continued on page 16 
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Mark your calendars and plan to join us on 

Sun., Oct. 12 at 2:00 p.m. for our 
Torah Dedication Ceremony. 

We’ll rededicate our newly-repaired Torah with the help of sofer (scribe) Rabbi Kevin, 
participate symbolically in the completion of the Torah repairs, read aloud the Torah 

passages dedicated during the Campaign for Kemach (Sustenance) and celebrate 
with singing, dancing and a group aliyah for everyone who is present. We’ll cap the 

celebration off with Sukkot rituals and a festive potluck Kiddush! 
A-H Appetizer; I-P Dessert; Q-Z Drinks.
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hagiga lauNChes wiTh The shoFaR FaCToRy

What a way to start the year! On Sunday, September 21, 
Hagiga officially kicked off the year with a loud and proud 
shofar call! there was a fabulous turn -out at the event. the 
top order of business was to introduce the annual theme, 
which is Mordecai Kaplan and the 4 bs of reconstructionism. 
those bs are belonging, behaving, believing and becoming 
– all of which will have a special project to reinforce the 
learning. there was a taste of each b and Kaplan in the life 
sized bingo game that was played by all, and some sweetness 
from the chocolate that was enjoyed! We found that while 
learning about reconstructionism may be complex, it can 
certainly also be fun!

Also at the program we revisited last year’s theme of torah and talked about how the youth of the 
community had raised the funds to purchase a verse of torah through the torah campaign. the students 
in Hagiga had the opportunity to choose from several verses that are being repaired by rabbi Kevin. 
While each verse is special, the community chose Genesis 2:3:

“And God blessed the seventh day and declared it holy, because on it God ceased from all the 
work of creation that God had done.” 

How lovely that a verse about Shabbat was chosen, as Shabbat is an important element of our 
educational program. rabbi Kevin and community will complete this verse during  the torah Siyyum on 
Sunday, October 12. It should be very exciting!

As the day went on the energy continued to build, as rabbi Shmueli of the Living Legacy led the 
community in an educational program about shofarot. We learned a great deal about the rules for making 
a shofar and then we made our own! there was a buzz in the air as everyone busily worked on their 
shofarot – drilling, sawing, sanding, polishing and shellacking. After all the hard work was done, there 
was a chorus of shofar sounds filling the building. What a wonderful way to start the year!

Shana tova! Happy New Year!  ~robyn

robyn novIckhagiga happeNiNgs
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gRaTeFul

Man, I love this time of year. the shift in temperature, the way the leaves begin to 
blaze almost the moment the equinox tells them it’s time, the subtle changes in the 
smells of the earth, all hold my hand and walk me gently into a more contemplative 
state. that the Holy Days coincide is exactly right; nature conspires with our ritual 
rhythms to help us reflect and re-envision. Got the hint, thanks. I’ll get to work.

typically, Kol HaLev’s 2nd-day-of-rosh-HaShanah experiential service is my favorite service of the 
year. Honestly, no matter who leads it, no matter the collateral used to focus the participants, I am truly 
renewed on purpose through that experience. Without that service to draw on this year, I was called to 
take a different kind of lead in creating the vehicle through which to aide in my reflection. 

So on Friday afternoon, I collected my journal (and several back-years’ worth of the tattered spiral 
notebooks in which I’ve talked with myself over the years) and headed to my favorite coffee shop, an 
environment where the people make the vibe, and where, regardless of who is there or why I am going, 
a connective experience always awaits. A place where it feels natural to chew on ideas, to reconstruct 
sensibilities, to stop time and reflect for a bit. (Sounds like somewhere else we all know . . .) 

I was pleased to find tucked into the journals some handouts from several previous years’ experiential 
services. resources! Yeah, I keep a lot of stuff I think I might want to reference later, other people’s 
well-articulated heart-and-mind-food. these pockets are pretty stuffed. but one never knows when the 
personal tank will need refueling, or what will do the trick.

Just having found these notes in my stash triggered a wave of gratitude. I actually yelled “yay!” out 
loud in the coffee shop! the opportunity to look at something differently – much like participants at 
last year’s experiential service were asked to look at the Akeyda story – gets me out of my own rut and 
gives me tools with which to shift my own vision. During this time of t’shuvah, when I often find I’m 
asking myself the same questions, that important “oh yeah” of another perspective helps me turn around 
what I am looking at and see it another way. 

the acceptance of (nay, even the delight in) my enthusiasm over this moment by my fellow coffee 
enjoyers amped my gratitude further. this is what it means to be in community! conduits for each other 
to the joys of life, big and little. Delightful coincidental teachers who reveal themselves to us if we are 
willing to open ourselves to them. radical acceptance of who we are in the weirdest of moments. 

thank you all for contributing to that feeling at Kol HaLev. thank you all for sharing yourselves with 
each other, this season and this year, for being each others’ conduits to joy, and to perspective. Wishing 
you all a very happy, healthy, sweet New Year. 

~Halle

halle baRNeTTFRoM ouR pResideNT
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high holy days CoNTRibuTioNs
To The geNeRal FuNd
•	 Anita cohn
•	 bruce and catherine fallick
•	 louis and Julie Handler

in MeMOry Of
•	 mike Armin in memory of ruth W. Armin
•	 nancy dudwick in memory of her parents, Harry A. and Ida Dudwick
•	 barry and barbara epstein in memory of edward and Gwen Katz, Dorothy and Maurice epstein 
•	 dick and deena epstein in memory of their parents, Janet and Joseph Mirrow and Paul and roslyn epstein
•	 dorinda gershman in memory of her parents, Saul and Martha roseman
•	 marcia and gil goldberg in memory of Jo and Peter Wachtler and rose and Max Goldberg
•	 maureen Hack in memory of her parents, Sylvia and Phillip Hack
•	 Jonathon and Amy Herzenstein in memory of Judy Herzenstein and Norman reuven
•	 Robin Holzman in memory of her father, bob Holzman
•	 dan Klein and nancy Rubel in memory of Nancy's parents, Herbert J. and ruth b. rubel
•	 Richard litwin and Kirby date in memory of John Date, Harry Litwin and evelyn rosen
•	 frank and Phyllis maris in memory of Phyllis' parents, Lily brunschwig and eli S. Marks
•	 Rita Politzer in memory of her parents, elmer and Shirley Politzer
•	 bill and michal Scher-marcus in memory of their grandparents
•	 Renee Siegel in memory of Martin Siegel
•	 margy Weinberg in memory of Jean Salet and Herman Gordon

in hOnOr Of
•	 frank and Phyllis maris in honor of robin Holzman
•	 Jeffrey and deborah Schein in honor of the Kol HaLev community
•	 Steve Segar and Andy getz in honor of all b'nai mitzvah celebrations in the past year
•	 Happy Wallach in honor of Leah Kamionkowski

The FloweR FuNd 
•	 Anonymous
•	 dave and martha Schubert 
•	 david and Peggy Sugerman 
•	 michael and Kareen caputo in memory of Aileen caputo
•	 leah gilbert in memory of her father, Arthur Ness
•	 irwin Weinberger and meg manny in honor of Sara Weinberger, Mordi Kamel and rachel brazie

The Rabbi's disCReTioNaRy FuNd
•	 Art and Sue biagianti
•	 michael and Kareen caputo
•	 bruce and catherine fallick
•	 Juanita fish
•	 miriam geronimus and Peggy Kittila in appreciation of rabbi Steve
•	 Phyllis and frank maris
•	 Pauline Raymond
•	 Pete and Heidi Robertson in honor of Steve's 50th birthday
•	 Allan and Sandra Rosenfield
•	 bill and michal Scher- marcus
•	 dave and martha Schubert
•	 greg and lois Selker
•	 chris Sklarin and Alexis Abramson
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.

We send wishes for a refuah shleimah, a complete and speedy healing, to muriel chasin, fred chenin 
and Roberta tonti, who are all in the hospital this week, and to frank maris, Jayne Jones, Pauline 
Raymond and Jean miller.

Todah rabah, thank you, to nancy Rubel who was the Monthly coordinator in September.

Once again during the High Holy Days, we are giving the Kol HaLev community the opportunity 
to sign up with the Hesed committee to provide Hesed support when needed. By signing up, all you are 
committing to is a willingness to receive an email when Hesed support is needed. At that time, you can 
decide if you are able to help out. 

We are also looking for monthly coordinators for the coming year. the Monthly coordinator serves 
as the primary contact point for Hesed needs that arise that month, connecting Hesed recipients with 
volunteers and assistance (this position rotates to a different person each month). robin and Martha are 
available to help with training for this position and have documents clearly outlining the work involved. If 
you are interested in helping, please contact us with any questions and/or to sign up.

If you know of anyone who may need the support of our committee, please contact rabbi Steve or robin 
Holzman (robinholzman@gmail.com) and Martha Schubert (marthaschubert@mac.com), Hesed co-chairs.

hesed

 

Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during the next month:

•	 charles Goldhirsh (Shyah) grandfather of Judi Dash
•	 Ida Golden grandmother of Nancy Hecht
•	 Jim Molyneaux father in law of Judi Dash
•	 Solomon epstein grandfather of barry epstein
•	 Virginia Geronimus great aunt of Miriam Geronimus
•	 bernard Stern father of Karal Stern
•	 James Stern brother of Karal Stern
•	 Lillian Schatz mother of Selma Gwatkin
•	 ruth rubel mother of Nancy rubel
•	 Alfred Weiss husband of eda Weiss
•	 David Lockshine father of robin Shell
•	 Leon Plevin husband of Gloria Plevin and father of Mimi Plevin- Foust
•	 Irene Weinberger (rachel) mother of Irwin Weinberger
•	 ben Yosowitz (beryl) father of elinor Friedman
•	 Mildred rosenberg mother of Sue biagianti
•	 Gwen Katz mother of barbara epstein
•	 elliott Warner (eleazer binyamin) husband of Audrey Warner

Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of family members in KhL happenings by submitting the 
name of the deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death, including the year, in either 
the secular or Jewish calendar to kelli@kolhalev.net. (Please specify whether you're observing the secular 

or the Hebrew yahrzeit date. You can find a calendar converter at http://www.hebcal.com/converter/).

yahRzeiTs
They are now a part of us, as we remember them 

mailto:robinholzman@gmail.com
mailto:marthaschubert%40mac.com?subject=
mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
http://www.hebcal.com/converter/
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New aNd pRospeCTiVe MeMbeR bRuNCh

the Membership committee invites all members who have joined in the past year, including High Holy 
Day Season members, as well as all prospective members, to a brunch in your honor, Sunday Oct. 26 at 
10am at the home of Leah Kamionkowski. this is a great opportunity to learn a little more about Kol 
HaLev and reconstructionist Judaism. And of course, there will be food! Personal invitations will be 
coming soon. to rSVP or ask questions, please contact Leah Kamionkowski or Peggy Kittila. We hope to 
see you there!

kiddush spoNsoRs aNd gReeTeRs sTill Needed FoR oCTobeR!!

A Kiddush sponsor is still needed for Simchat torah on October 16.  We are also still in need of greeters for 
Sukkot (10/9), Simchat torah (10/16), and Shmini Atzeret (10/17) services as well as the Shabbat service 
on October 25.  If you have not completed your membership commitment of sponsoring a Kiddush or 
serving as a greeter, please sign up now!  Kiddush sign ups can be found at http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0e4bada828a1f85-kolhalev1 and greeter sign ups can be found at http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0e4bada828a1f85-kolhalev.

high holy day TikkuN olaM dRiVe iN lobby, FRiday, oCT 3-4

As in the past, during the High Holy Days the Kol HaLev community will be collecting donated items for 
the AIDS taskforce and accepting check donations to be sent to Mazon, A Jewish response to Hunger. 
Items for the taskforce can be left in the ratner foyer, and a basket with Mazon collection envelopes will 
be available on the information table. 

the taskforce really depends on us to donate to them every year, especially because hey just moved to a 
new location with a medical clinic and are serving more people than ever. the taskforce is looking for:

Many thanks for your support of these tikkun olam efforts.

CalliNg FoR VoluNTeeRs FoR a New saFeTy CoRps

bill Scher-Marcus has taken on the task of reconstituting a safety corps, volunteers who help preserve the 
safety of all of our members during services and other Kol HaLev events. Volunteers will be trained and 
will take a "shift" once a month or so, depending on the number of volunteers If you or a family member 
are interested in participating in the safety corps, contact bill Scher-Marcus at scher.marcus@gmail.com.

News & aNNouNCeMeNTs

• canned or foil packaged tuna, salmon & chicken
• Peanut butter
• Macaroni and cheese dinners
• ramen noodles
• Minute rice
• boxed cereal
• Non-expired canned goods

• toilet paper
• Kleenex
• toothpaste
• Deodorant
• Mouthwash 
• Other toiletries and personal care items. 
• Gift cards to Sam's club, bJ's and/or costco. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4bada828a1f85-kolhalev1
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4bada828a1f85-kolhalev1
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4bada828a1f85-kolhalev.
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4bada828a1f85-kolhalev.
mailto:scher.marcus@gmail.com
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rabbi Steve and some of cleveland’s leading academic, religious and civic leaders.

this format has served us well in introducing reconstruct-ionism as an 
unique, exciting voice in Judaism to a diverse local audience, beyond 
those attending the trial, thanks to 90.3 WcPN ideastream’s subsequent 
rebroadcasts. the trial series has also been a wonderful vehicle for the 
larger community to experience the fantastic asset we have in rabbi 
Steve. And as a fund raising event, it has provided substantial new 
means to help to pay for the ongoing costs of operating Kol HaLev. 

Always seeking to improve, this year the trial committee has added 
several new innovations to this year’s production.

Introducing our new legal team! A hearty welcome to Jonathan b. 
leiken as our counsel for the Defense and Steven m. dettelbach 
as our Prosecutor. Mr. Leiken is currently  Senior Vice President, 
Secretary and chief Legal Officer of Diebold, Inc., post an illustrious legal career that included roles as federal 
prosecutor in the U.S. Attorney's Office (Southern District of New York), partner at Jones Day, and president of 
the cleveland Metropolitan bar Association. Mr. Dettelbach is currently the U. S. Attorney for Ohio’s Northern 
District, following a 12 year career as a federal prosecutor in the Department of Justice, civil rights Division, 
criminal Section; and as a U.S. Attorney in Maryland and Washington, D.c. these two promise to be formidable 
“adversaries” and we look forward to vigorous argumentation before the Honorable dan Aaron Polster of the 
U.S. District court, who we’re pleased to welcome back for his second year as our Presiding Judge.

Perhaps even more exciting than our new legal team are this year’s adaptations to the trial format itself. the first 
innovation is the introduction of expert witnesses to the proceedings, a format which promises a much higher 
level of interaction and spontaneity between the attorneys, the expert witnesses and the judge. dr. Andrew 
edwards and deborah isaak-Shapiro will present testimony for the prosecution and defense on issues of 
family dynamics, family dysfunction, sibling rivalry and jealousy, all factors which both contextualize and 
contribute to the actions of Joseph’s brothers. Dr. edwards is an associate professor in the School of Social Work 
at cleveland State University. Ms. Isaak-Shapiro is a well-known clinical social worker / counselor at the Jewish 
Family Service Association. 

We are also thrilled to announce two important new community co-sponsors, the School of Social Work at 
cleveland State University and the city club of cleveland. In addition to the assistance the School of Social 
Work is providing in selecting and preparing the expert witnesses, the school’s new director, dr. cathleen 
lewandowski, will be one of our discussion panelists. And, through the school’s generosity, we will be offering 
continuing education credits (ce’s) to social workers who attend the trial, in addition to the continuing Legal 
education credits (cLes) we offer attending attorneys through cSU’s cleveland-Marshall college of Law.

With the sponsorship of the city club of cleveland, the last new “twist” is the format of this year’s panel 
discussion, which will be presented as a city club Forum, complete with the requisite ringing of the city club 
bell at the beginning and end of the discussion. this year’s moderator is Jill miller Zimon, an attorney, author 
of the nationally-recognized political blog, Writes Like She Talks, and one of the founding leaders of the civic 
commons, a pioneering effort in the use of the online social environment to foment civil engagement. through 
the city club Forum format, Ms. Zimon will lead an interactive exchange between our audience and our three 
panelists, including Rabbi Steve and the ever-engaging Rev. leah c. K. lewis, in addition to Dr. Lewandowski.

tickets for the People vs. Joseph’s brothers are on sale NOW.  Purchase online at www.kolhalev.net/trial, or use 
the order form in this newsletter and mail in your order.  tickets are $30 - $125. tickets with cLe or ce credits 

continued on page 11

The people V. Joe's bRos, continued from page 1

Joseph Sold Into Slavery; mosaic by William  

Butterfield, Kemble College Chapel, Oxford.

http://www.kolhalev.net/trial
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start at $60; top ticket price includes a dessert reception with the cast.  Please bring your friends and colleagues and 
join us for what promises to be a transformative and fun evening! Your participation is what makes it truly special.

Sponsorship opportunities are still available: Imagine the benefits of promoting your business or organization before 
this diverse, sophisticated audience in association with a ground-breaking theatrical and socio-cultural event! Our 
success would not be possible without support from our generous sponsors, including the Leon & Gloria Plevin 
Fund, the cleveland-Marshall college of Law, reminger, Attorneys at Law, ideastream®, the Laura & Alvin Siegal 
Lifelong Learning Program at case Western reserve University, cleveland State University School of Social Work, 
the city club of cleveland, and J.A.c business communications.
  

"Joseph's bRoTheRs: aRe all equally CoMpliCiT?"
And to whet our appetites and prepare our minds for the trial, we’re delighted to welcome a familiar scholar back to 
Kol HaLev for an intriguing adult education session on Sunday November 2. dr. tamar Kamionkowski, chair of the 
department of biblical civilization and associate professor of bible at the reconstructionist rabbinical college, will 
lead a discussion on “Joseph’s brothers: Are all equally complicit?”

Dr. Kamionkowski is co-editor of Bodies, embodiment and Theology of the hebrew Scriptures (t&t clark, 2010) 
and author of Gender reversal and Cosmic Chaos: Studies in the Book of ezekiel (Sheffield Academic Press, 2003). 
She has written numerous articles on biblical literature, feminist readings of biblical texts, and the intersection 
between scholarship and social justice. the adult education session will provide a unique learning opportunity, even 
for those who choose not to attend the trial. It will be held Sunday, November 2 at 7:30 p.m. at Siegel college’s 
beachwood building, 26500 Shaker boulevard.

The people V. Joe's bRos, continued from page 10

 

Save
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Joseph’s Brothers: 
Are all equally complicit?

Sunday, November 2, 7:30 pm
Siegel College – Beachwood

 A special adult education session with 
Dr. Tamar Kamionkowski

Dr. Kamionkowski is chair of the department of biblical civilization and associate professor of 
Bible at the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, and a prodigious author on biblical literature, 
feminist readings of biblical texts, and the intersection between scholarship and social justice.

Whet your appetite for the upcoming mock trial 
at this intriguing conversation with one of the 

Reconstructionist movement’s rock star scholars!
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The People vs.
Joseph’s Brothers

Some kids take sibling rivalry to a whole new level ....

Presiding Judge:
The Honorable Dan Aaron Polster, U.S. District Court

Defense Attorney:
Jonathan B. Leiken, Senior V.P, Chief Legal Counsel & Secretary, Diebold, Inc.

Prosecuting Attorney:
Steven M. Dettlebach, U.S. Attorney, Northern District of Ohio

Expert Witnesses:
Andrew Edwards, MSW, M.Div., Ph.D., Assoc. Prof., CSU School of Social Work

Deborah Isaak-Shapiro, LISW, MAJCS, Jewish Family Service Association

City Club Forum Panelists:
 Rabbi Steve Segar, Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish Community

The Rev. Leah C.K. Lewis, The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
 Cathleen A. Lewandowski, Ph.D., LSCSW, Cleveland State Univ. School of Social Work

 Moderator: Jill Miller Zimon, JD, MSSA, Attorney & Freelance Writer, Writes Like She Talks

�

�

�

�
�

�
�

�
�

presents

Saturday

November 15

7:30 p.m.

TICKETS: $30 - $125* • On Sale at kolhalev.net/trial 
or mail in your order using the attached form  •  * $125 tickets include dessert reception with the cast!

Sponsorship Opportunities still available: Call Greg Selker at 216-593-0040

Sponsors (in formation):  

The Leon and Gloria 
Plevin Fund School of Social Work

Guilty or Not Guilty? 
Has parental favoritism paved the way for criminal intent? 

Enjoy the dramatic courtroom battle with a cast of Cleveland’s legal, civic, 
religious and academic all-stars, then YOU decide the brothers’ fate!

Attention Attorneys & Social Workers: Continuing Ed credits available! 
See details when ordering.

“Intellectually

playful!”

“Transformative!”

“Riveting!”

“Educational and

entertaining at 

the same time!”

C|M|Law 

Moot Courtroom

1801 Euclid Ave 

Cleveland

Pantone 2756 Blue        Pantone 1797 Red
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the Kol Halev board met September 15 at Karal Stern’s home. Following a bracha led by rabbi 
Steve and a D’var torah given by Karal Stern, the board approved the August minutes. 
 
treasurer’s Report:
bruce reported that as of the end of August we were $34,000 in the black. In 2013, our dues 
commitment and collections were significantly higher. the process was delayed until the board was 
able to approve the revised budget with the 10% dues increase. It is anticipated that by the end of 
September, net income for 2014 will be close to the 2013 amount 

concern was expressed about the projected deficit of $23,325.90. board members were urged to be 
aware of the need to work on fundraising and become more fiscally aware when evaluating existent 
and proposed programs.

High Holy days:
bill reported that things appear to be going smoothly. Members have been busy planning services, 
the luncheon, kiddushim, and other programming. One family has purchased a High Holiday Season 
membership. two other families are expected to join. 

Safety committee:
bill reported on a recent meeting with representatives from Jewish Federation, local police and 
Homeland Security. the Federation has requested that extra security measures be taken during the 
High Holy Days and coming year. 

Logistical modifications during the High Holy Days were discussed. Members will be encouraged to 
be a bit more vigilant and call 911 if they have any concerns about safety. An email will be sent to the 
general membership about the changes made for the High Holy Days. 
 
Siyyum and torah Scroll update: 
rabbi Steve shared that plans for the festive torah Siyyum (dedication ceremony) are progressing 
well. Plans for purchasing a torah Scroll were discussed. rabbi Steve was hopeful that a new torah 
Scroll will be purchased in time for the ceremony.

mock trial:
Halle shared that tickets are now on sale for the trial, the People Vs Joseph’s brothers. A reception 
Manager and additional volunteers are needed. Outreach for sponsorship and ticket purchases is 
occurring. this year expert witnesses will address family issues in addition to the panel dealing with 
ethical and legal implications. continuing education credits will be given for lawyers and social 
workers. 

leadership task force update:
Kirby summarized the work of the Leadership task Force. comprised of a cross-section of members. 
It was formed to make recommendations to the board related to leadership and organization with the 
goal of providing member-led support for rabbi Steve and a model for future leadership training. It 
has been meeting since May and has divided into four sup-groups to work on different aspects  of  
participation and  and organization of congregational life. 

 board reporT karal sTern, secreTary

continued on page 15 
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Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges contributions from:

• Sue and Art biagianti in commemoration of yahrzeit of Mildred rosenberg
• Kirby date and Richard litwin in commemoration of yahrzeit of Kirby's father, John Date
• deena and dick epstein in commemoration of yahrzeit of Deena's father, Joseph Mirow
• Jayne and dick Jones in memory of Marcia Goldberg's mother, Mary Jo Wachtler
• Roberta and mario tonti in commemoration of the yahrzeits of charlotte and Albert Dangler 

and Diana tonti

Make a donation to Kol haLev in honor of a simcha, in memory of a loved, or for any reason you'd 
like by check or online -- whichever is more comfortable and convenient for you! you can also pay for 
dues, hagiga tuition, Mishloach Manot and many other things online as well as by check. 

♦ Pay by check. Just drop a check in the mail to: Kol haLev | 2245 Warrensville Center road, Suite 
215 | University heights, Oh 44118 you'll receive a confirmation that your payment was received.

Or
♦ Make an online donation. you can pay safely and securely by credit card or electronic check at Kol 
haLev's PaySimple page at http://kolhalev.net/pay_simple. (Note: Kol HaLev pays a small fee for 
transactions processed through PaySimple).

CoNTRibuTioNs

the Year Ahead - important activities on the horizon:
Halle provided a brief update of activities in the coming year. these activities will involve different 
levels of planning and membership participation. they are as follows:
• evaluation of Youth education/Hagiga Program 
• renegotiation of robyn Novick’s contract
• Shabbaton
• An event to honor  rabbi Jeffrey and Debbie Schein

the October board meeting will take place on Monday, October 13 at the home of  barry and barbara 
epstein (note: this is a change in venue).  All members are welcome to attend.

respectfully submitted,
Karal Stern, Secretary

continued from page 14

Rosh hodesh RhyThM oF The MoNThs walkiNg MediTaTioN 

Join us on the first morning of every Hebrew month as we spend time outdoors to reflect on the cycles 
of nature amd the rhythms of the Jewish calendar. this free program of the Mandel Jewish community 
center in beachwood will meet on the first morning of the next four consecutive Hebrew months:  Oct. 
25, Nov. 23, Dec. 23 and Jan. 21. the walks begin at 7:30 a.m. at Horseshoe Lake Park, 17499 S. Park 
blvd. in Shaker Heights, on the bridge at the west end of the lake. 

No pre-registration is required. For more information, contact Kirby Date at kdate@sbcglobal.net..

http://kolhalev.net/pay_simple
mailto:kdate%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
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the relationship that the Jewish community ought to have with this world. 

If we turn to the torah, we find a small but significant collection of stories in which 
the Jewish people are clearly beneficiaries of wisdom and kindness emanating from 
individuals from another culture. these examples include the midwives, Shifra and 
Puah, who are most likely egyptian, and who risk their lives to save the male children 
that the Pharaoh has ordered them to kill. the Pharoah’s own daughter, who is unnamed 
in the torah, but who is called batyah-daughter of God- by the rabbis, is in this same 
category. there is also Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro, a religious leader in his own Midianite 
culture, who serves as a mentor to Moses as he struggles to meet the ethical, material and 
spiritual needs of the newly freed slaves encamped in the wilderness of Sinai.

there is an equally small but significant set of stories about Jewish individuals who take action on behalf of 
others with whom they have no family or tribal connection. the first story that comes to mind is that of Abraham 
challenging God's decision to destroy the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, on the basis that there might be a small 
minority of righteous individuals living within the context of an otherwise evil community, who do not deserve 
to be punished along with everyone else. Whatever we may think of God's role in this story, there is no doubt that 
Abraham is going out on a limb for a group of people that he has no connection to besides the fact that they are 
fellow human beings.

Another important story in this category is that of the young Moses who is escaping from egypt after having been 
discovered as the murderer of an egyptian task master. As he heads out into the wilderness he encounters a situation 
in which a group of male shepherds are clearly bullying a group of their female counterparts who are attempting to 
water their animals. Moses, without a moment’s hesitation, intervenes and chases the offending shepherds away.

All of these biblical texts attest to the potential for inter-group cooperation and mutual support which stands at the 
foundation of the universal pole of the Jewish value spectrum. 

there is of course another, larger set of stories and laws that contain warnings about the threats posed by non-
Jewish individuals and groups to the survival of the Jewish people on both a physical and spiritual level. these texts 
include the story of the Pharaoh in egypt who refused, until forced by the cumulative force of the 10 plagues, to let 
the Hebrew slaves go, as well as that of the Amalekite tribe that attacked the weakest members of the former slaves 
just as they are settling in to their new found freedom. We can add to this list the Philistines and the 7 nations of 
canaan, all of which were seen as representing world views that were inherently destructive to the newly developing 
Jewish culture, not to mention their possession of military power that was capable of doing the same. this category 
of biblical texts inculcates an awareness of the dangers to Jewish life that exist in the world and reinforces the 
importance of the particularistic pole of Jewish thought and of putting our own collective safety and security at the 
top of our agenda.

clearly, the bible as a whole does not speak with one voice, or give a single clear answer when it comes to the 
question of how to negotiate this critical balance between the tribal and the prophetic orientation within our culture. 
If we were to examine, at this same level of detail, texts that come from later layers of Jewish civilization, such as 
writings of the talmudic sages, or of the philosophers and the Kabbalists of the middle ages, we would find a similar 
spread of perspectives vis a vis the possibility of mutual understanding and common cause with people from outside 
of the Jewish sphere. It is the case that during this period of history, there is definitely an overall tilt within Jewish 
thought towards the tribal and away from the prophetic orientation, which can be traced in part to the widespread 
experience of persecution that Jewish communities tended to encounter at the hands of christian and Muslim 
majority cultures, the golden age of Spain notwithstanding.

It is only with the advent of the modern period, in the last two hundred or so, that we see the fullest expression of 

RabbiNiC CoRNeR, continued from page 3

continued on page  17
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the universalistic orientation within the Jewish world. In this period, there is a hugely disproportionate Jewish 
presence across a wide range of progressive political initiatives in eastern and Western europe and in the United 
States that is reflective of this new level of engagement with the prophetic aspect of our tradition. And with the 
founding of the state of Israel, there is a fascinating combination of a deep emphasis on both the universal and the 
particular orientations simultaneously.

So, as we all stand here together at the threshold of a new year in our people’s sacred calendar, on a day that 
is perhaps the purest embodiment of this essential polarity within our tradition, how are we to discern, in this 
complicated, frightening and painful time, the proper emphasis to give to each end of this value spectrum?

In my own effort to find an answer, I lean towards embracing what may be the most 
well known rabbinic statement on this question, or on any other question for that 
matter, which comes to us from the sage known as Hillel, via the Mishnah tractate 
ethics of the ancestors in which he says the following, “Im ain ani li, mi li (if I am 
not for myself, who will be for me), ukshani l’atsmi, mah ani (and if I am only for 
myself what am I?) v’im lo achshav, eimatai (and if not now, when?).  From Hillel 
I learn that, everything else being equal, the Jewish community is at its healthiest 
when we are firmly grounded in, and engaged with both sides of this polarity of the 
universal and the particular. Yet, it is well known that when a system comes under 
stress, it becomes much more difficult to maintain a healthy level of functioning. 

this past summer was one of those times when the system we know as the Jewish 
people experienced a significant amount of stress; the two major sources of this stress being the conflict with 
Hamas in Gaza and, in parallel with that, the escalation of anti-semitic rhetoric and activity in many different 
parts of the world, but most notably and most disturbingly, in major cities in Western europe. Under these kinds 
of circumstances, we tend to lose our individual and collective capacity to stay connected to both our particular 
and our universal commitments and, in the words of Los Angeles rabbi ed Feinstein, “we exchange an active 
and healthy tension for a severe polarization.

Under the duress of events such as those we saw this summer, different parts of our community become identified 
with only one end of the polarity. this polarization has at least two negative manifestations for us. On one hand, 
we tend to see the world through only one lens which can both distort our understanding of what’s actually taking 
place as well as blinding us to important events and information that we would respond to more readily under 
healthier circumstances. the other major negative impact for our community is that individuals who have aligned 
themselves with one end of the polarity or the other find it nearly impossible to communicate with, or even 
understand others who have managed to remain connected, to any degree, with the opposite pole. 

When this dynamic is operative, it both weakens our community internally and undermines our ability to address 
the real challenges we are facing from a position of strength and wisdom. the internal weakening comes about as 
a result of our inability to tolerate the presence of both poles of the spectrum in one place. Some people even take 
the radical step of cutting long standing ties to a synagogue or other organization because that organization makes 
room for both the prophetic and the tribal, the universal and the particular. 

there have been numerous stories in the media over the course of the summer that have documented this 
phenomenon at levels that have never been seen before within the Jewish community. 
People who find themselves wholly at the universal end of the spectrum and who take offence at the tribal 
concern expressed for the welfare of Israel and her citizens. Or people who hold a fundamentally tribal 
orientation and find it difficult to tolerate a universalistic expression of sympathy for the Palestinian families who 
suffered casualties in the conflict. 

RabbiNiC CoRNeR, continued from page 16

continued on page  18
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the October book group meeting will be thursday, October 23, at the home of Anne Adamson. We will discuss 
Scenes from Village Life by Amos Oz. (192 pages, a Kindle version exists) 

A brief book description from Amazon: Strange things are happening in tel Ilan, a century-
old pioneer village. A disgruntled retired politician complains to his daughter that he hears 
the sound of digging at night. could it be their tenant, that young Arab? but then the 
young Arab hears the digging sounds too. And where has the mayor’s wife gone, vanished 
without a trace, her note saying “Don’t worry about me”?

Around the village, the veneer of new wealth—gourmet restaurants, art galleries, a 
winery—barely conceals the scars of war and of past generations: disused air-raid 
shelters, rusting farm tools, and trucks left wherever they stopped. Scenes From Village 
Life is a memorable novel in stories by the inimitable Amos Oz: a brilliant, unsettling 
glimpse of what goes on beneath the surface of everyday life.

the book for November will be The Aleppo Codex: A True Story of Obsession, faith, and the Pursuit of an 
Ancient Bible by Matti Friedman.

All KHL members are welcome to attend. For more information about the group, look at our web page (http://
www.kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact Kevin Weidenbaum (KJW@oberlin.net) to be added to the group’s 
email list. 

  hug hasefer: book dIscussIon group

the choice to walk away in these kinds of situations is one that weakens our community at both ends of the value 
spectrum.

When it comes to responding to some of the most brazen and public expressions of anti-Semitism that our 
world has seen for a long time, this tendency to polarize has a negative impact as well. those who lean heavily 
toward the universal or prophetic end of the spectrum may well attempt to downplay the significance of these 
expressions and argue that the situations faced by other communities are relatively more serious and more 
deserving our concern. On the other hand, those who lean toward the tribal or particular pole may tend to jump 
very quickly into believing that these anti-Semitic outbursts are the true representation of what most of the 
world actually thinks and mistakenly conclude that the Jewish community is completely on its own in its efforts 
to combat this still dangerous threat to our well-being.  In both instances, the polarized response is much less 
effective and less helpful to ourselves and to the world than would be the case otherwise.

there is no doubt that, as we enter the year 5775, we are living through some very challenging times, here in the 
United States, in the middle east, in Africa and in many other parts of the world. We in the Jewish community, 
as well as the members of other faith, ethnic and national groups will need to call upon our deepest resources 
in order to be able to respond to these challenges with resilience and wisdom. May we take inspiration from the 
teaching embedded within the very structure of the holy day in which we find ourselves, and resolve to draw 
from the entirety of our spiritual inheritance. to remain committed to the well being of our own people, and to 
simultaneously maintain our connection to our fellow human beings of other traditions and backgrounds, as we 
recognize that ultimately, the achievement of those two goals are deeply intertwined with one another.

editor's note: rabbi Steve delivered this as a sermon on rosh hashanah 5775/2014.

RabbiNiC CoRNeR continued from page 17

http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group 
http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group 
mailto:KJW%40oberlin.net?subject=
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news
If you would like to engage in a tikkun olam (repair of the world) activity during your fast on Yom 
Kippur, you can attend the event sponsored by Kol HaLev's Greater cleveland congregations's core 
team from 2:30 to 3:15 p.m. in the ratner library. 

this meeting will provide an opportunity for Kol HaLev members to engage in a discussion of the 
current Greater cleveland congregations (Gcc) action initiatives. the guest speaker, Pastor richard 
Gibson from elizabeth baptist church, serves on the Gcc Strategy team. Pastor Gibson will share 
updates on the Do Not Stand Idly by gun violence reduction initiative and Gcc's work in schools in 
the cleveland Metropolitan School District (cMSD) and ways to get involved.

the Kol HaLev membership has shown an avid interest in Gcc and has attended Gcc events in 
strong numbers during the past year including the city-wide assembly held at Olivet Institutional 
baptist church in May. this year’s Yom Kippur meeting will provide an opportunity for our 
interested members to receive updates and discuss all of the Gcc initiatives and to think about the 
agenda for the upcoming year. 

gun Violence  Reduction initiative: Kol HaLev members attended a meeting about the September 
16 Do Not Stand Idly by gun violence reduction initiative (photos below). We now have 50 local 
mayors who have pledged to support the initiative.  the next  Gun Violence team Meeting will 
be thursday, October 9 at trinity cathedral,2230 euclid Ave  contact Donna Weinberger or Mimi 
Plevin-foust for more information.
 
education team: the Gcc Strategy team and Delegate Assembly have voted to support the 
education team’s campaign to support the cMSD bond Levy renewal. Now is the time to get on 
board! Door-to-door canvassing will begin October 4 and there will be opportunities for Kol HaLev 
members who enjoy this kind of face-to-face interaction with cleveland residents.

criminal Justice:  the next team meeting will be tuesday October 14 at 6:30 p.m. at Olivet 
Institutional baptist church, 8712 Quincy Ave.  For more information on shutting down cuyahoga 
county's "felon factory," please contact Gcc core team member Peggy Kittila.

mailto:drw508%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:mimiplev%40msn.com?subject=
mailto:mimiplev%40msn.com?subject=
mailto:pkittila%40gmail.com%20?subject=
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Come help 
us put together 
our sukkah! 
We’ll be in Ratner’s rear 
parking lot , near the gym.  

Brian Miller will lead us (he
 designed this sukkah, too, because 
he’s just that awesome!)  We need

at least TEN volunteers, 
so please RSVP to Robyn if you can help 
(robyn@kolhalev.net or 216-320-1498). 

After the sukkah’s built,  we’ll dine on 
PIZZA! (Nesiya students will join us)

Hag Sukkot SameacH

Happy Sukkot!
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 CaleNdaR
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 CaleNdaR

The newsletter calendar is accurate to the best of our knowledge at the time of publication. for the 
most current information, check Kol haLev’s website calendar and the Thursday Weekly Update email. 

  

http://kolhalev.net/membership_list
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Place
stamp
here

kol halev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist 
Jewish Congregation, is an egalitarian, 

participatory spiritual community.
Visit our website at http://www.kolhalev.net

The Newsletter of Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish Community

2245 warrensville Center Rd., #215
university heights, oh 44118
216-320-1498

abouT This NewsleTTeR
Kol haLev happenings is the newsletter of Kol HaLev, cleveland’s reconstructionist 
Jewish community.  this digital newsletter can be read onscreen in Adobe reader or printed 
out on paper. Please email newsletter@kolhalev.net with comments, complaints, corrections, 
suggestions, or notices for upcoming issues. Back issues of Kol haLev happenings can be 
downloaded from the Kol haLev website.


